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The effect of gender on plot pref

genr es: | mpl i c@divoms®rfyor r eai

Al i de XIdinigahg Li

1School of I nformation, The University o
2l nst iMantaegement, Minghsin University of Sci
ABSTRACT 12Probl em Statement

Reasemdvisory need to knowitQe famcdf Prcobride B @ tgregnr mo dre |

influentecheiaderof selecti(nggolag)fi§@,i1§indg|e@ae each pl ot
to satisfy the informatiorgerbeaq%qequ loif b ri g rgy dgsowdémt i on
patronsr.,Hofweew eempi ri cal styugpdeshbdiavechesrtedors the fict.i
the sociological factors ipl}fe|fléqrbq1icl’é% tahree sied teeCrtti Winn O -
fiction genre. We conduct &dkpant adxllyadadiPidm gkl hoh of
= 41) that investigated thecftijGthi o ofkesa dd PlerhmtEdiUEPEY i f
of university students. Tf(q;ur]¢%w,otv\ﬁhgj5§_|’5/%v_\{edfitchtaitonl)reade
womeaghiently read happy embhiokks amdomoBamntiede variety o
fiction genre; 2) a combinatigriefls fiagtdionnhoalk Pkelurc
preferences (i.e., casual Newhalilhengisrng rtehaediyzhg,gméw wa s
predictable, unpredictabl ¢ nyte@itylgial §:nghdpRRY.i cU DBHRBY wh
ending) predicted science|fiib(}(tap}iqr{@dsiang i:@pﬁgs;gogegr)r'esa;nd
and s3galcareading predicted eagd eerNst ewhf o cbtuiyonorgerneraed. books
This research extends our understanding of the
factors thatosiehklcteonone orfeddRurspdsen of t he Study
genre, assisting librarians thoe sal]lgng%sftth ie?'ﬂl%?\%lf%ry
based ocdgemeadermasnd pl ot pr?hgr%rﬁ?é Rg te reb reletaeise
cdassify fiction genres bycggﬁalon thfz re%ﬁ a% ? pr
book context. storyline; appy, unhappy end
KeyworHBisctigenres, pl ot erfefreeraednlcnegsa ficthoe, bookmgen
guantitative approach science fiction, fantasy, hi s
met hod desi gn, 41 participant
1l NTRODUCTI ON university in Taiwan. This st
of gender on pl ot preference
llConceptual Underpinningbetween pl ots eplreecfteiroenn coefs foinct i

n order to betopeefendeldddard rdfdefsdf ect of gender o

I :
for fiction genmes, wohiks 98RALE&y gyeﬁ,oqmderlng the plo
i brary science and psychbf8g§T ¢ Bif r00|m &Y 8ol rogu s opqading
Ross, 2000). The foundat|(59|%(F’(5'°‘fndt3h|éJ tundjfrséal?tﬁjl ng &Ff
mod el of fiction genre ﬁﬁ‘ﬂﬁt'(ﬁgkﬂ?rf&' (ifto'r%n ttcbcilg)qen
whi ch |d_ent_lflcesdemm(gwapmﬁﬁogei_rAsTED WO R
characteristics (ue.ng.e tdhhendeT age) i nft |
decision to read a ficlipyngenfieeel dmoiel s BMANFEL] on
medi ated by thelr pl ot preferences (e.qg. l ooking for:
casual/challenging reads, Mlaé'di_cthaebolre'/eusanE difdtcdyioqn
storylines, happy/unhappy €8d@Pbhdshed that Mailloux (19
three me ¢ & lho,liongti ecrasly b jaencdt i v e

11



CoLI29R 2

sociThle psycmodliliogdicadt es tshaltecttieon of fiction books r e

i ndividual readers are thfe ce¢ii ®@at ogesnreefs: t hreo maenarei,ngs ci
wi t hin t he text (Bleich,hiksa®k/iz®m19;( HFdeh, 2109280;. Var
Hol l and, 1975). This modelf accotnonresct we we t h diechwmet idfefrestia e a t
Construct Theory, whi ch sdeadiesi otnhaotf pseedpelcet i chgv enlodap onl
their own i ntevgmet atth sotn afoupratrditeirc ul ar book.
influences their experiences and how they interpret
information (Kelly, 2003)23A ™akel g 9fr §ACRAT O ORfINFFL T ea
known has constructtihvad alstseimregt | ¥ S Msn df iFcotridon genre r easc
there are various ways to(ppigyprPagbptdg crRéesEyiedlt Ryd
di fferent pedprpe;actthuwsa,l itPpRESU4YMe tth@Rtee r eiazdeidng bymode
there is only one interprwtigtioyn ofigam)evaend i(Kiedd vat
20030Nhe intermudeglactends BNegdithree previous empirical
psychological mod e | and guappegei vtehadr NPdan@ltati ve
readers interpret the textohut &sqithke styeyt maniipul gty
the cognitireadperrosceasrsd otf hgodient epdedd; & Ford,e 2018)
experience that the authoderﬁ@driaypaﬂ,scirbhtah%ct{@xiis{Fb§h
1970he socidalf fmodelfrom thﬁe(g,wa)t|mrpgjef§ctors (e. pl ot
in that the readers are tghfe eGcQ MMKei tdiegry sd B G B‘Ptathéad
individuals (Mailloux, 198%)k, jamidedgrhatti vheah@l §&i gn sthoiul
bet weenthext eader are foupdntiPpngs. NPol ON@ET whoerentie a
independent (Fish, 980) . r A R@ES wETiet emoasaq o dyolnde nt Ot h
reading convention tO of tasuadinded sdiamgd Ndprtecdi Eh@bl e
intended audi ence (Cullegpirldi?75Q -FoFar 2iomssgtyance,
characteristics of different genres of fiction (e.g., t
stoeyl ipmci ng) have been i24Eme ifin eslenbty sytaradrys of
l'ibrary ser®i aadsvi s$ar yr,ea IelrcAfg ?ﬁé}ét' a cont| us de
advisors in .selectl g bo rkastef°|rn dI Ifbrearrelnes dﬂ
(WyaFt & Sar|cksz 2019)'. uderstand t readln r er e
Within a particul ar fchtu|or?egaedrbrreS, W%oprd%l rﬁ maII
model of seardhirng osnaeacief foaaclgt )0 Ny | wr evleo prieeandt e ros f l ear
genres wadidcdewelLo pand, (202{’].[6 $§ mga( However t ]
includedomezaeusl factorsa( a;? of r? \)/Ie g"ileouconfsacdte(’)m
influence their search goal t Z)r%f rRARRY dc'cugrr 3,
subsequently their SeleCts'eqrbctitﬁ ngfeét|(oen gge’nr %0
t hemelsgse reading model s me, teisqqe tperevfiloCLHO
demonstrate the differente{t/ ﬁO{hgﬁg ?Sltd1l’?l irie nI nti Ocnosnhtrp
petween r_eadeArs. and t.he tieﬁ(:t’l?nddefv%r ‘?Fnogd“é’a"eF"&Q&udu
into the |nclcsusc:|oommwrf|ttyn.edreqnaocb raphic and the individua
22l nternal and external fa'crifolrusericn.efqrbct‘?%'”gooaokf'Ct'O”
selection and 2) investigating pl ot pr
) ) fiction genres ba&Geddwvn soerwyvi
Stiuels have 1’65)ejlne1ctr|ecardeof§vv§,hp§|(&21(5139(),Ck-@,he research m
genres are influenced by slt)udiy”t ddahmodiacit ©®d&sS ficidchthi BaE d
gender (Alam & Rahman, ZQ@H-rieArteka'd”SnOgn mo%%16(2018) S
Kraaykamp, 2003; Purhonen et al., 201 , mood (Ross,
2000), education | evel (Purhonen et al., 2010); and 2)
exhalt factors include the characteristics of the book
(e.g., aut hor , book cover design, and publisher),
recommendati ons from others, cost and availability of
the book (Ross, 2000). A recent study has found that
reader s obtain ficti osn books from online sour ce
(Hider, 2022). Public libraries also contributed to the
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- keeping i n mi nd t hat reader
Plo(t‘PreTeI:en:es: (Maill oux, 1982). Thus, our s
asua ca . . . .
Challenging Read genres of t he irneca duidneg hniosdteolr |
Predictable Story fiction, divided science fict
. U“f’l’l‘lfrz‘y‘l“l‘;i‘:w . genres (Menadue et al., 2020
Unhappy Ending genres t hat ar e not nor mal |
e l'ibraries in Taiwan. This var
e petection of 5point LikenretyesahdweygVagi as,
= Raiatce 2006) FoiHowndtreaemaowently do vy
_ Crime romance fioction books?
Science Fiction This reading model &iffers
Historical (2018) reading model in two a
and fiction genres. First, t h
pespective by i ncluding al |
FigadAesocial model of readainn%I ypso!psu'lahrTh1’|S tqurhroach con:
genres (modified from BirdiCe@agdPgthrgrgeader can be
reading d|ff|culty, storyllne

The iddepewariable in tfided swhHdy tWhesy tditfoose ficti or

gender of the participanmédelWhsieCcphar Wa & d MeraesS Us'c€ide nce f
througbseslsfiment of a sel eqtywihgm hofwe rMme Ng o WP M dmadche IBi r d
transgender me n, t fba m=ag ¢ pdeirg ) Wo mennc.| uea t he histori
(The University of BritisdnsCadlvmi ai vOf fpiocpeul af ficti
Research Ethics, 2020). fictiom cemmeni ty. Thréee hypo

The dependentplvatri pbéfess e easdt heses were established
ansel ection of fiction genrgi THdee pPd0d Pirghniefiegrs di
were the tendency that re@gdméeh €BESUBtMENRAauRAUEFSHL QTS
pl ot characteristiccawualhppgsfepadtasd Wh) fciasHihl V erfegai dn g(
chall)ngipbot prede cit,atba hi)y2 ppr edi ct aHill)e3 sutngrryeldii ce a b
unpred)i,ctabd eenun mgppWmyd &t or HIli)mle ahd halpys5 enmnh agp \
Casual irnedaidciantges t hat readm@1ysea@d®i ngp.oking for
easy to under st andahaworednsg,i ngpomphaerreed atr0e si gni ficant rel
r e a dti hnagt contain difficultynyoredssi ®Bilrosht ugp@®@flb) endes of
predipltathbl suggest seskeat whaegajdrefrisc (clathy f(oddasual , challengi
events wild/ happen next siymncper etdhiec tPal bolte )s tar pipeyé)l h § n & hlalp Gy
a certain foummprte dpwchoetrbelags damadct i on HRf) 1r cw@)nRe §(ci ence
readers are surprised witly2hogw ftafngt)adstyah(d WiRlsl6 6R ice @ v
(Birdi,hapday®di.ndA signals ghatebhe story
concludes positiveluynhawlpiych Haormtelrgestarw tdi @i fi cant di
ending that concludes neg@dhme®! Yefk Busdimen20Wlmdi)verTshie y
pl ot preferences tenpdoeinncty swaec e ah UtbIhdir ootmatde s(ci ence
Li kert icayleemn I(HWa y=6 Vagi as, (@@)Oﬁ)fwapasy(ﬁgq5¢ca[|@n genr
This vaarsi ahd i fwed fr@m Birdi and For
reading model (HOWS8)YrefarBRESEBARCH METHODOLOGY
do you read happy ending fiction books?

Selection of iddictatoems JkwAvel i Ci pants
frequently a reader choosesp tiogirgqadyst yes fuin‘ﬁ‘?\/efris‘i:ttiyo%t
genres: romancet,i oonr,i niea n tsacspyg n caep df i £t 4 ¢ 41 of whom
hi storical fiction genres(rglsla%%sgomeate| c_t|807n%gefnd|e|s fo)
the Birddi modlelFo(r2a2l01l8) arerserbq)tns%at_egp%)lzeﬁlhe majority
within Tai wanese L'ibrari¢st Welsn ty%amdgnygqgaagﬁlg%’ anc
differences &frloimbrBEngkand(ga @t i cibBlathdk-3n0a.s Toaebtl vee eln Rr5e s e
British fictiongd popsl arggfaiscgttiecen j stics of the fictioc
genres QGoecaddr,emalssite that 'aﬁ"fhk‘:‘i’(‘?%nf@edemonstrated a s
word dl argest readers community oodr eads, n.d.),
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Source Women Men Total
(n=21) (n=20) (N=41)
n (%) n (%) n (%)

e

bookgn@Vy na
t
c
t

Education
High school 8(38%) 10 (50%) 18 (44%)
University 13 (62%) 10 (50%) 23 (56%)

equivalent
Finished books the past 4 weel
0 11 (52%) 8 (40%) 19 (46%)
1-3 3 (14%) 11 (55%) 14 (34%)
4ormore 7(33%) 1 (5%) 8 (20%)
Borrow
Never 2 (10%) 5(25%) 7(17%)
Rarely 14 (67%) 10 (50%) 24 (59%)
Sometimes 3 (14%) 5 (25%) 8 (20%)
Often 2 (10%) 0 (0%) 2 (5%)
Always 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)
Purchase
Never 1 (5%) 5 (25%) 6 (15%)
Rarely 8 (38%) 8(40%) 16 (39%)
Sometimes 11 (52%) 7 (35%) 18 (44%)
Often 1 (5%) 0 (0%) 1 (2%)
Always 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)
Online
Never 3 (14%) 4 (20%) 7 (17%)
Rarely 3 (14%) 4 (20%) 7 (17%)
Sometimes 6 (29%) 5 (25%) 11 (27%)
Often 3 (14%) 3(15%) 6 (15%)

Always 6 (29%) 4 (20%) 10 (24%)

32l nstr umerrtox eadrud e

Thi s study adopt ed

consi stinmg= oX1l,wobme.nn%) 28ndi miear hhed ddmsemdtetfadrimed t he <co
48. 8 %) . Mo s t participant sancdo mpd red feidt seiafhetr h ea tshtieugdhy . N
school ndedlr8ge 4(3. 9 %) or amnemopde agataidalgruee r € age, gender
degmee 238, ©Dloe 18% A mpl es mostleyefiaoaf sbddcation, the sour c:
no fictinenl®pok63 BfYd)obilben Bomount of completed fiction b
(n 14, 34. 1%) in t h | avsete ks Q ur Twheeenk, s . tfHEdcyy h to re c egievner c
participants (19. 5%) duaestsihendwidi cfki chao®n fboeksqucerst
mor e. More than half s @@pliea giemhcciyc acdfedf it beiyomagelhhy e
borrow fiotia@dd, b68kS5 %), atmbme, halsiti enhfceent afsiyst ooinhcal ) .
the sample someti mes= plu8&,clfadbseffiuenitdtry, bototkes (pplFr o6t ci pan
43.9%), and mn=helyl s o2nbe.t8%)e sor(eaé wawysce, gwhsthohaai sex que
(n= 10, 24.4%) read onlineafcked ftibcaiironf bobksen reading

] ) chall pgedeatdabl e, unpredi
TablSource of fiction

ked participants for

9

Bh¥er unhappy endings.
an

pants took on average
dy

33Data preparation and screeni

Data werentionpartedcdvi file f
questionnaire system, and e
statistical software package
one mi ssing val ue on t he un
question for a participant.
responded to arné¢ iottédms, qtulesitn
S not eliminated (Tabachni
irwise deletion technique w
no difference bet weeifi hthe tec
art mul tiple i mputati on and
techniques whem tll0é4d @ aarte cfi pwa
with partial answers (Newman,
were tested at O0.05 significa

331INormal ity Analysis of Pl ot

Zscores and boxplots reveal

outliers of plot preferences
5specifically, two outliers i
predictive storyline, in unpr
in unhappy ending. The outl i e
the scores were in the defi ne
and to ensure gvemelralpgampblidtiitcd
(Clark & Watson, 1995; Hair e

Pl ot preferences data by ge
distribwesedr wi whthin N1.96 fo
< 50 (Kim, 2013) Anal ysis pr

g esntsi tfaotri vgee n deprpcr epsa c rtael gla rpdll cets

involving online questiononuatilH@s shffscedi nnhepedhd®ind r s b mg

For ms. Convenience

di stributing questionnai
uni versity on March 11,
copmm eted the study after

were provided as an i
I'n the study, the

ncentG q
parti e&aﬁt raéa‘%‘d and accepted an

sampltion go utwaiser sis eldhepgata were no
r ¢d awiitsHiir ad oewrud d si wia hTatihwea n
2 @P2r.amegdr tioiadiamwrttnsi) oy dlewsntsar i |y

|
§3%?\§)r mafal t y Ar%@lyyes:lts ocmfeoetfthseFl c

14
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Assumptions of multiple 1 4y —
prior t o conducting five Men
specifically on t he rel ati 400 :
preferences and the five fi:m i gh
|l everage valuesds n( 3 hCG. )elvadari¢ ™
bet ween pl ot preferences an 20 nres,
which influenced the statis- uding
them compared to excluding t ! 1s,
analyses of the relationshi [, rnces

. - . Q Q o c sy v
and fictHdnpgeceede@d with e g £ g 3 3 g
nine cases, which remained \ = E g g <

Zscores and boxplots show & & £

outliers of all fiction genres tor men with a score of
o] 5 ompoiantfilviekert scal e; and a total of four
outlieranflohistiomécal genrFd g @Mera nworhe rp éwliteite ippraenftesr ences
a score of 4 or 5. The outlaiseds owegendetail Ned d4d)per t
reasons me'ntio'ned .in pr EViOIunSdespeeqqtdieon”n'-t a%%%a%%ss\,”esrth% ed
nomor mal distributions for

h .

p
s
a
s

-

_ , t PP e @ eOAERAr PEARE] Pe rdeldy m
| storical 1ge0jesAnal ysis,BLREcEd8g) NphBo.164. The effed
ametric tests for aHIﬂ,fi{;\,ggor?ne%i rhrmz-G yacgceonrddeirnsg to C
i nce indepetnedsetntissarmpbusstfhbpeokl,ytalsienrog S i ni ficant di f
nd deviations from normac"stuyalw't(rt@ha 'prBi.'QgIr34S)6}mplhealler
izes of ge_nder_groups, a?@a&it&%gzta;p:'lsztO'ECZa)I, rperseuditcstiv‘(/ee
the same “5'”9}”‘”""'8""@3‘“@&?@ PEf100101), unpr a&d3ds)t abl e
Whitney U test €. tI—Eosvxtevfeorr,:q.ei@glrbgté/‘l)’ nor tWBBApPPYLlsSBEIY
of varpance4d3) showed vigla?b 51 o} hurspewomen read mor
assumption of homogeneitycérﬂﬂartehdﬁltfogrﬂf"erhce( fiction

genre, whereas all other folrotel 0 g B&P[E&nt"Nad%d ations
homogeneityp>f. QR).i althoees, (Lyvr'?il\?l'r§ityé}sltmjkjepntefreraeiremess o]
was used for_ thei3)r10mand8ifgfqr,§ruqt)( (casual , chall engi
|ndependent—tsla{mqadkes,WEWe Hﬁf)qe PEtabIe), ending (happ
the other H3LBI39H genres (selection Hf) 1r cl@n)m@e ¢(ci enc e
ARESULTS H2) Bantthx)yd (and HR¥BHEDricd &lon(

genres.
Hl1There are significant drii fvfeer municteisp lbeet wegnessi ons
women versus men universiapabyndenhhe wmeldatihems hipp ohet w

preferences Hh) Icachialll ernegaitdhhg( r eade fiction genres.

H1) 2 predict adll)e3 sutnogrryeldiike abil ei cantly predicted the s
stor HIli)me and halpys endh aghyp, 24p==. BRG62a4d7..8%, a | arge
H1) 6endi ng. effect according t o Cohen (

Fi glrpa esent s t he means c odf fpecriteindispamtds st andard err
responses of their pl ot prReCfaesruean c erse aebdaisnegd adchd gk nseat i st
the prediction od=0s3c6.ence fic

Reading frequency signi fic:

selection Fo&, fah)t psvy.,.20566,5,
adf= 23.8%, a |large size eff e
(1988). Regression coefficien
presented iHO wdadil e B3here wa
statistically p3xgnd5)i.cant pre
Reading frequency did not s
the selection of ot her three
fictFi®d,n, 24)p== .21.0R24 ,44d %, a
medium sizeF@ffead4) p=ci?2@&B3,

15
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adR= 25. 7%, a | arge sizpel oef peefprenmcdes 3gamM2pBedict
histdfbcakg)p==.258%59 @) . aand f d2t)dgen es.
close to medium size effect (Cohen, 1988). Therefore,

TabadMul ti ple regression summary for plot preferences pr

Science B 95% ClI for B SEB b R? oiR?
fiction
LL UL
Model
Constant 0.80 -0.13 1.72 0.45 0.48 0.35*
Casual 0.54* 0.04 1.04 0.24 0.67*
Challenging 0.03 -0.64 0.70 0.32 0.03
Predictable 0.24 -0.42 0.90 0.32 0.23
Unpredictable -0.43 -1.45 0.59 0.50 -0.39
Happy 0.09 -0.50 0.68 0.29 0.10
Unhappy 0.10 -0.58 0.78 0.33 0.08
Note.Mo d e | = AENt er 06 me Bhunstandandize® regdeSsios doefficidns=tlower Emit;
UL=upperlimt;SEB= st andard error of the c oR¥doefficiencofit ; b = stan

det er mi Rfaadjusted?? * <g5. ** < .01. ** < .001.

Tabi3Mul ti ple regression summary for plot preferences pr

Fantasy B 95% Cl for B SE B b R? g2
LL UL
Model
Constant 0.72 -0.32 1.75 0.50 0.39 0.24*
Casual 0.15 -0.41 0.71 0.27 0.18
Challenging 0.40 -0.35 1.15 0.36 0.37
Predictable 0.28 -0.46 1.01 0.36 0.25
Unpredictable - -1.92 0.36 0.55 -0.68
0.78
Happy 0.34 -0.32 1.00 0.32 0.34
Unhappy 0.30 -0.45 1.06 0.37 0.23
Note.Mo d e | = AENt er 06 me Bhunstandandize® regdeSsiosdoeftficiéns L+ loveer, limit;
UL=upperlimittSEB= st andard error of the coRFfdoeffrieneoit; b = st an

det er mi RaadustedR? * <g5. ** < .01. *** < .001.
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